
Year ACHCA National Award Chair’s Award Foundation Awards 

1991 Distinguished Administrator Award -  Jon R. 

Zemans 

Honorary Fellowship - Michael Lipnicki, Esq. 

Education Award (for individual) - Martha Everett 

Meng 

Special Journalism Award - Melinda Beck 

 

 Distinguished Service - Raymond 

Rustige - Foundation 

1992 Distinguished Administrator Award -  Daniel W. 

Farley 

Honorary Fellowship - Melinda Beth Gulland 

Education Award - Virginia Commonwealth 

University 

Public Service Award -  Joseph E. Neely 

Special Journalism Award - John A. Howell, III 

Young Administrator Award - Stephen J. Shelton  

Distinguished Service - Donovan Perkins 

 

  

1993 Distinguished Administrator Award -  William V. 

Day 

Honorary Fellowship - None 

Education Award - David A. Lindeman 

Public Service Award - Wesley Manor, Inc. 

Special Journalism Award - Ian L. Cordes 

Fellow Emeritus - Rev. Ernst F. Lehninger  

Fellow Emeritus - Rita M. Welch 

Young Administrator Award - Martha McConnell 

Chesley 

Distinguished Service - James L. Farley 

 

 Research Award - Karen Devereaux 

Melillo, Ph.D. 

McCall Award - Marion R. 

Welliver, RN 

1994 Distinguished Service to ACHCA - Jack D. 

Billingsley, CFACHCA 

Cornerstone Award - Hoyt Crider, PhD, 

FACHCA 

Distinguished Administrator Award - Bonnie S. 

Wood, CFACHCA 

Young Administrator Award - Linda S. 

Mlynarek, FACHCA 

Fellow Emeritus Award - E. B. Baker, FACHCA 

Journalism Award - Herbert P. Weiss, NHA 

Education Awards - Steven A. Levenson, MD 

and Franne Whitney Nelson 

Public Service Award - Joseph L. Ramnarine, 

FACHCA 

 

 McCall Award - Alva Cooper, BS, 

RN 

P&G Award - Steven M. Ruppert 

Research Award - Diane Brannon, 

PhD 

 

1995 Distinguished Administrator - Patrick Martone, 

CFACHCA 

New Administrator - Peter Karow, PhD 

Fellow Emeritus - L. Grace Sandstrom, 

CFACHCA 

Distinguished Service - Richard A. Fratianne, 

CFACHCA 

Journalism - Issues and Trends 

Honorary Fellow - Joyce Alger 

Education: Geriatric Resources, Inc. 

Public Service - Continuous Quality 

Improvement Program Workgroup  

 James T. McCall Award for Quality 

Nursing inLong-Term Care - Elsie 

Howard, RN 

Procter & Gamble Attends Caring 

Practices Award for Administrators in 

Training - Rosalie Willig Roberts 

Long-Term Care Research Award - 

Douglas Singh, PhD, University of 

South Carolina 



1996 Distinguished Administrator - Ronald K. Klipping, 

CFACHCA 

New Administrator - Eamonn D. Reilly 

Distinguished Service - Wallace T. Miller, Jr., 

FACHCA 

Honorary Fellow - Joan Q. McDevitt, Ed.D. , 

Gwynedd-Mercy College 

Education - Master of Science in Gerontological 

Nursing Program, Gwynedd-Mercy College 

Public Service - Richard D. Yerian, D.O., 

Michigan Dept. of Health 

Journalism - Suzanne Powills, editor, McKnight’s 

LTC News 

 Procter & Gamble Attends Caring 

Practices Award for Administrators-

in-Training - James Michael Pettey 

1997 Distinguished Administrator - Ross Paul Marine, 

DHL, MHA, FACHCA 

New Administrator - Kathleen Bogajevski 

Distinguished Service - Daniel W. Farley, Ph.D., 

CNHA, FACHCA 

Fellow Emeritus - M. Robert Dreyer, FACHCA 

Honorary Fellow - Carolyn J. Harris 

Journalism - Brown University Long-Term Care 

Quality Advisor 

Education -Long-Term Care Administration 

Program, Madonna University 

Public Service - Career Nurse Assistants’ 

Programs, Inc. 

 Procter & Gamble Attends Caring 

Practices Award for Administrators-

in-Training - Lynda Christner 

James T. McCall Award for Quality 

Nursing in Long-Term Care - Barbara 

Keil 

Long-Term Care Research Award - 

Health Care Association of Michigan 

1998 Distinguished Administrator - Michael K. 

Sweeney, CNHA, Fellow 

Education - Long-Term Care Management 

Institute, St. Joseph’s College 

Public Service - Project Compassion 

Chair’s Award of Excellence - Kyle E. Lockeby, 

Jr. 

 Procter & Gamble Attends Caring 

Practices Award for Administrators-

in-Training - Donna M. Bridges 

Johnson & Johnson Award for 

Quality Nursing in Long-Term Care - 

Sheldon Ornstein 

SCA Molnlycke Long-Term Care 

Research Award - Christopher P. 

Mulrooney, Ph.D. 

1999 Distinguished Administrator – Kenneth Confalone, 

CNHA, Fellow 

New Administrator – Nalin Kulasekara, CNHA 

Ross Laboratories Award for Distinguished 

Service to ACHCA – Eli Pick, CNHA, CAS, 

Fellow 

Journalism – Herbert P. Weiss 

Education – John Eric Graham 

Public Service – Patty Ingle 

Chair’s Award of Excellence - Forrest Preston 

 Foundation of ACHCA Award for 

Administrators-in-Training – Jamie 

Houseman 

Johnson & Johnson Award for 

Quality Nursing in Long-Term Care – 

Elizabeth A. Hammaker 

SCA Hygiene Products Long-Term 

Care Research Award – Health Care 

Association of Michigan 

2000 Distinguished Administrator Award: Clay Crosson, 

CNHA, CAS, Fellow 

New Administrator Award: Lily L. Ko 

Journalism Award: Kenneth P. Lewis, MSW, 

BCD, NHA 

Education Award: Walter M. Collins 

Public Service Award: Dennis Bozzi 

Chair’s Award of Excellence - Larry I. Slatky, 

CNHA, Fellow 

 Johnson & Johnson Award for 

Quality Nursing in Long-Term Care: 

Cynthia J. Leach, RN, DON 

SCA Hygiene Products Long-Term 

Care Research Award: St. Louis 

University, School of Public Health, 

Department of Health 

Administration 



2001 ACHCA Distinguished Administrator Award-

Orlando J. Bisbano, Jr., CNHA, Fellow 

New Administrator Award-Nancy S. Fridy, RN, 

NHA 

Education Award-Susan E. Anagnostou, CNHA, 

CALA, CAS, Fellow 

Ross Laboratories Award for Distinguished 

Service to ACHCA-Bonnie S. Wood, 

CNHA, Fellow 

Chair’s Award of Excellence - Edward Brody 

 Johnson & Johnson Award for 

Quality Nursing in LTC-Karen L. 

Philbrick, RN, DONS 

SCA Hygiene Products LTC 

Research Award-LTCQ Inc.  

Nicholas G. Castle, Ph.D 

2002 Distinguished Administrator Award: W. Bruce 

Glass, Fellow 

New Administrator Award: Sharon K. Colling, 

CNHA, CALA, Fellow 

Journalism Award: Richard L. Peck 

Public Service Award: P.K. Beville 

Ross Laboratories Award for Distinguished 

Service to ACHCA: Judith A. Passerini, 

CNHA, CAS, Fellow` 

Chair’s Award of Excellence - Daniel J. Suer, 

Fellow 

 SCA Hygiene Products Long-Term 

Care Research Award: Dr. Ellen 

Binder 

2003 ACHCA Distinguished Administrator Award: 

Vicki B McAllister, CNHA, CAS Fellow 

New Administrator Award: Brian L Robare, 

CNHA, CALA 

Education Award: Elizabeth L. Cobbs, MD 

Public Service Award: Joanne Lynn, MD 

Journalism Award: The Washington Home 

Ross Laboratories Award for Distinguished 

Service to ACHCA: Eli Pick CNHA, CAS 

Fellow 

Charles F. Shelton, Jr., CNHA 

FACHCA 

 

2004 ACHCA Distinguished Administrator Award: 

Dawn Rowe, CNHA, Fellow 

New Administrator Award: Denise Riley Okun 

Education Award: John E Lyncheski, Esq. 

Public Service Award: Sandra Kilde 

Ross Laboratories Award for Distinguished 

Service to ACHCA: Orlando J. Bisbano, Jr., 

CNHA, Fellow 

First Quality Award (new ACHCA award as of 

2004): St. Catherine Labouré Manor 

  

2005 Distinguished Administrator – Gary Riffe, CNHA, 

FACHCA 

New Administrator -  

Distinguished Service – Stuart Kanowitz, CNHA, 

FACHCA 

Journalism – Grand Traverse Pavilions 

Education: Anne Holladay, CNHA 

Public Service – Msgr. Charles J. Fahey, 

FACHCA 

Cultural Diversity –Denise R. DePass 

1st Quality-Jon Frantsvog 

Chap. Ex-IN-Newsletter; NY-Ed, MN-Chap. Dev 

  



2006 Distinguished Administrator – Keith Knapp, 

CNHA, FACHCA 

New Administrator – Jerome Demmings 

Distinguished Service – Lisa Poskanzer, CNHA, 

FACHCA 

Education – Barbara Acello 

Public Service – KarLe Causey, Velma Jean 

Morris, David Morris 

Journalism –Diane Dixon (Dixon Assoc), Jane 

Gross (NY Times) 

McConnell-Michael Li, MBA, MS-HA, Jennifer 

Pearson 

Cultural Diversity-Rose Coleman, Samaria 

Edwards 

Ralph Barron Scholarship-George Class-Peters 

  

2007 Distinguished Administrator – Angelo S. Rotella, 

PhD, FACHCA 

New Administrator – Matthew Wine 

Distinguished Service – Robert Siebel, CNHA, 

FACHCA 

Outstanding Member-Gregory Nijak 

Assisted Living Administrator-Christian A. 

Mason, CNHA, CALA, FACHCA 

Education – Susan Gilster, PhD, NHA, FACHCA 

Public Service-Mary Jane Koren, MD, MPH 

Journalism-James M. Berklan, McKnights LTL 

News 

Multi-Facility Leadership Recog-Good Samaritan 

Society 

McConnell-Joanne Browning, Laurie Nash O’Neill 

Chap. Ex-PA, MA 

Orlando J. Bisbano, Jr. CNHA, 

FACHCA 

 

2008 Distinguished Administrator- Paula Strunk, 

FACHCA 

New Administrator- Sean Carney 

Distinguished Service-James Holland, CNHA, 

FACHCA 

Outstanding Member-Stephen Shelton, FACHCA 

Assisted Living Administrator-Susan Gilster, PhD, 

FACHCA 

Education- John Pratt, FACHCA, LFACHE 

Journalism Award- Richard Peck 

Public Service-William Thomas, MD 

McConnell-Stephanie Kilkenny, Courtney Reese, 

Hedi Whitehouse 

Culture Diversity-Renato E. deLeon 

Chap Ex-CT-Vendor & Sponsor, OH-Student 

Member, MA-Newsletter 

 

James Farley, CNHA, FACHCA  



2009 Distinguished Administrator - Richard Gamache, 

CNHA, FACHCA 

New Administrator-Matthew Mauthe  

Distinguished Service -Roberto Muniz, FACHCA 

Outstanding Member Award- Kenneth Reynolds, 

CNHA, FACHCA 

Education- Michael Hotz, FACHCA 

Public Service -Randy Lindner 

Journalism Award- Barbara Acello 

McConnell- Susan Botdorf & Tara Davis 

Chap Ex-Ct-NA Hall of Fame, MI-Leadership 

Experience, MA-Bus Affiliate, ME-Chap 

Revitalization, NJ-Jersey Soars, OH-Student 

Member 

 

Brian Pontolilo  

2010 Distinguished Administrator – Jamie Houseman, 

FACHCA 

New Administrator-Troy Churchill 

Distinguished Service –Scott Edens, CNHA, 

FACHCA 

Outstanding Member Award- Pam Meriam, Bill 

McGinley, CNHA, CALA, CAS, FACHCA, 

Richard Brown, CNHA, FACHCA 

Education- Laura Grey More 

Public Service – Karen Schoeneman 

Journalism Award- John Pratt, FACHCA 

McConnell-Rachele Kelly & Karen Cox 

Chap Excellence -CT- Educational Conference and 

Trade Show, ME- Maine Chapter Leadership 

Institute, ME- Maine Chapter Participation in 

ACHCA, MA-The Need to Lead:  

Certification & Fellowship for Chapter 

Board Members, NJ- NJ Chapter News, GA- 

Revitalize ACHCA-Georgia Chapter, OH- 

Ohio Newsletter, Univ. of WI-Student 

Chapter-Aligning Student Chapter with State 

Chapter Activities 

 

Larry I. Slatky, CNHA, FACHCA  

2011 Distinguished Service to ACHCA- Larry I. Slatky, 

CNHA, FACHCA 

Distinguished Administrator – Doyle Love, 

CNHA, FACHCA 

New Administrator – Emmanuel Ikomi 

Outstanding Member – Melanie Hankinson, Chap 

Nelson, FACHCA, Julian Rich, CNHA, 

FACHCA 

Education – Leah Klusch, FACHCA 

Public Service –  Nicholas Castle, PhD, MHA 

Journalism – Steven M. Levinson, MD 

McConnell Scholarship – Lisa Powers & Michael 

J. Riffle 

Chapter Excellence – ME –Chapter Newsletter, 

ME – Leaders as Mentors, MA – Supporting 

Those Who Support Us, MI – NAB Exam 

Review Class Collaboration With Trade 

Association, NH – New Hampshire Chapter 

Newsletter, NJ – Not Business As Usual 

 

Daniel J. Suer, FACHCA  



2012 Distinguished Service to ACHCA- Keith Knapp, 

PhD, CNHA, FACHCA 

Distinguished Nursing Home Administrator – 

Mark Finkelstein, CNHA, FACHCA 

New Administrator – Cori Reese 

Outstanding Member – Charles Shelton, Jr., 

CNHA, FACHCA 

Education –  Mary Harroun 

Business Partner – eHealth Data Solutions 

Public Service –  Robert Kramer 

Journalism – Kevin Kolus 

Honorary Fellow – Bruce Yarwood 

McConnell Scholarship –  Jennifer Combs-Wilber 

&  Amber Weinhart 

Chapter Excellence – CT - Chapter Educational 

Advancement Project,  

CT - Chapter Professional Advancement, GA 

- Chapter Partnership with GHCA, ME - 

Chapter Business Affiliate Program, ME - 
Chapter Membership Recruitment and 

Retention Project,  NH- Chapter Membership 

Development and Public Awareness Initiative 

Utilizing the Granite State Report Newsletter, 

NH - Chapter Website,  

NJ - NJACHCA Website, SC - Creating a 

Sense of Local Chapter Value and Increasing 

National Membership, TX - Chapter 

Membership Recruitment 

 

Daniel J. Suer, FACHCA  

2013 Distinguished Service to ACHCA-  

Distinguished Nursing Home Administrator –  
Larry I. Slatky, CNHA, FACHCA 

New Administrator –  Jose Luis Rojas Fernandez 

&  Sheena Janse 

Outstanding Member – Daniel  J. Suer, FACHCA  

Education –  Philip DuBois, CNHA, FACHA 

Business Partner -  Partners Pharmacy 

Public Service –   Martin Bayne 

Journalism –  Vivian Tellis-Nayak, PhD 

Champion Award -  Maine Healthcare Association 

Honorary Fellow – David Oliver, PhD 

McConnell Scholarship –  Kevin Chamberlin &  
Cristal Vincent 

Chapter Achievement – CT – Scholarship Award, 

KY -  Professional Newsletter:  Impact on 

Membership, ME -  Education Leadership, 

ME -  Health Care Reform Institute, NJ -  
Chapter Leader Influence on the LTC 

Industry, OK – Member Recruitment. TX – 

Chapter Website 

District Achievement -  District 1-Increasing 

Certified Administrators & District 3- 

Implementation of the District Meeting 

Stefan Fromm, CNHA, FACHCA 

Rudy Michalek, FACHCA 

 



 

2014 Distinguished Service to ACHCA-  Stephen L. 

Esdale, CNHA, FACHCA 

Distinguished Nursing Home Administrator – 

Michael P. Duffy, FACHCA 

New Administrator –  Sara J. Sherwood 

Outstanding Member – Allan Z. Swartz, FACHCA 

&  Molly H. Savard, CNHA, FACHCA 

Business Partner -  Redilearning Corporation 

Public Service –   Govind Bharwani, PhD 

Champion Award -  Saint Joseph’s College of 

Maine 

McConnell Scholarship –  Lance Nickles &  Darla 

Hayden 

Chapter Achievement – CT -  Membership 

Recruitment, CT -  Student Membership, GA 

– membership Recruitment, IN – Membership 

Recruitment, IN – Public Awareness, KY – 

Chapter Newsletter, KY – Leadership 

Summit, ME – Membership Recruitment, NH 

– Membership Recruitment 

Douglas Olson, PhD, FACHCA  

2015 Distinguished Service to ACHCA-   Timothy 

Dressman, CNHA, CALA, FACHCA 

Distinguished Nursing Home Administrator –  
Robert Reyes, CNHA, FACHCA 

Distinguished Assisted Living Administrator- 

Linda Olore 

New Nursing Home Administrator –   Stephanie 

Antoun 

New Assisted Living Administrator-  Kelsey 

Swartzel 

Outstanding Member –  Norda Bellantoni, CNHA, 

CALA, CAS, FACHCA &   Kathleen Pajor, 

FACHCA 

Education Award- Robert Burke, PhD 

Journalism Award -  John O’Connor 

Business Partner -   Functional Pathways 

Public Service –    Senator Susan Collins 

Champion Award -   Georgia Health Care 

Association 

McConnell Scholarship –   Sarah Kern  &   Trevor 

Davis 

Chapter Achievement – IN-  Chapter Membership 

Growth, KY-  Student Involvement, NJ- 

Cultural Diversity, OK-  Business Affiliate 

Growth, OK-  Member Recruitment 

District Achievement – District 5-  District 

Membership Growth 

Robert V. Siebel, CNHA, FACHCA 

Sharon K. Colling, CNHA, CALA, 

FACHCA 

Marianna K. Grachek, CNHA, 

CALA, FACHCA 

 


